
Family Discussion Page – Week of June 23, 2013 
Matthew 27:11-26 and Matthew 27:27-44 

 
Tuesday:  When have you ever been part of a large, excited crowd?  What was it like?  Read 
Matthew 27:11-26.  What was the punishment for treason against Rome?  How was v. 11 a 
charge of treason?  Was Jesus the kind of king that Rome was worried about?  What do you 
notice about Pilate’s character here?  Did Pilate think Jesus was innocent?  Why didn’t he listen 
to his wife and his own conscience?  Who is ultimately on trial here?  Why was Jesus silent 
throughout the trials?  Why did Jesus endure all of this when He could have used His power to 
escape?  How does this make you feel?  Praise and thank Jesus for His willing sacrifice for you. 
 
Wednesday:  Have you ever dressed up as a king or queen?  When?  Read Luke 23:1-25.  These 
verses have an account that Matthew does not – when Pilate sent Jesus to visit Herod Antipas.  
Herod was the one who executed John the Baptist.  What specific accusations did the Jewish 
leaders make against Jesus in vv. 1-5?  Were they true?  How did Herod react when he saw 
Jesus?  Why?  What do you learn about Herod’s character here?  What did Pilate say to the 
Jewish leaders about their charges against Jesus?  What contrasts do you see between Jesus’ 
kingship and the authority of Pilate and Herod?  Who is the authority really in control here?  
Praise Jesus for being the most high King. 
 
Thursday:  When was the last time you lost something?  How did you find it?  Read Matthew 
10:38-39.  What do you know about crucifixion?  Is it pleasant?  What do you think the apostles 
thought when they heard Jesus say this in v. 38?  Why do you think Jesus picked something so 
harsh as crucifixion as a metaphor for discipleship?  What does it mean to die to self?  What do 
you think it means to find life?  When do we find it?  Does this mean that following Jesus will 
always be pleasant and comforting?  How can you follow Jesus even when you don’t feel like it?  
Ask God to help you be committed to putting Him first, others second, and yourself last. 
 
Friday:  Have you ever had a bad boss or heard stories about them?  What’s true of bad bosses?  
Read Romans 6:15-23.  Paul says in v. 16 that repeatedly making bad choices, giving into sin, is 
like being enslaved to sin – do you agree or disagree?  What is the good news in v. 17?  How is 
being a slave to righteousness different than being a slave to sin?  In vv. 20-23, what is the fruit 
or end result of the two kinds of slavery?  What gift did God give to those enslaved to sin?  How 
do you know what enslaves you?  Many times you can look at your actions, attitudes, fears, and 
motivations to help you decide.  Pray and ask God to help you be a slave to righteousness. 
 
Saturday:  Read Matthew 27:27-44 in at least two translations.  What questions can you think of 
from these verses?  (Think of as many as you can.)  What do you think the preacher may say 
about these verses?  Pray for the preacher and those who lead in worship.  Pray for the other 
worshipers you will see tomorrow.  Pray for your own hearts and minds to be ready to worship 
tomorrow.  Pray that God is honored by our worship. 
 
Sunday:  Review the day’s message and follow-along page with your household.  Share with 
them any new insights you learned and ask them to share what they learned.  Ask if there were 
any questions about anything they heard and discuss those.  Email the Elders if you need 
clarification or to give feedback on the message. 
 
Monday:  What’s the difference between running alone or in front of a cheering crowd?  Which 
would you like better?  Read Hebrews 12:1-3.  According to v. 1, how should Christians run their 
race?  Who’s watching?  How is that comforting to you?  What does it mean to throw off weights 
or hindrances?  What does it mean to run with endurance?  As we run, Whom should we look to?  
Why?  What can help us not grow weary and fainthearted in our race?  How is that helpful?  
Praise Jesus for being our life, the beginning and ending of it.  Thank Him for what He did for us.  
Ask Him to help us trust Him more and our race well. 


